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Victory!

A Study of Elijah/Elisha

Lesson #1 – Victory in Scarcity

Introduction: Complete this sentence.  “When I hear the word ‘scarcity’ I think about things like …”  

The Context: 

· Baal

· Ahab  

1Kings 16:29-33 

1Kings 21:25-26
· You’re the prophet.  What emotions are going through you as you take up your office?  What strengths might a prophet at this time have needed?

The Text: 1Kings 17:1-7

1. Map work – mark Gilead, the Kerith Ravine, and the brook on the map.  
2. Elijah’s going into God’s training program.  Perhaps we’d call this “Kerith Brook University”  (  Pick out three “surprises” from this segment.  
3. Hebrew detail: in verse 1 what the NIV translates “whom I serve” more literally reads, “I stand before His face.”  What reactions do you have?  

4. At Kerith Brook U., Elijah learns …
The Text:  1Kings 17:7-16
1. Map work – mark Zarephath on the map.  

2. Again, there are all kinds of “crazy surprises” in these verses.  List at least two.  

3. To get a more complete picture of what’s happening, check 1Kings 18:9-10.  How does that lead you to appreciate this segment even more? 
4. The end of verse 11 literally reads, “I will go and I will make it for me and my son and we will eat it … and we will die.”  What a sad, hopeless situation she’s in!  And Elijah has the audacity to ask her to FIRST make some bread for him!  Put yourself into the widow’s shoes.  What emotions are going through you?  
5. Faith comes by hearing the message.  It particularly comes from hearing the Gospel, the good news of what God has done for us (or will do for us).  The message of God here accomplished the impossible; the woman did as Elijah said, as inconceivable as that might seem to us.  (And remember, Elijah’s talking to a Gentile in the middle of Baal country: “This is what the LORD says …”  It worked!)  For what reasons is it so valuable for us to see the power of the Gospel at work like this?  

6. Verse 15 literally reads, “He, and she, and her household.”  (NIV translates it “family.”)  How many people might have been eating there?  She had food!!!!!  In the midst of a horrid famine!  An account like this helps us to understand for what we’re praying when we pray, “Give us today our daily bread.”  Explain. 
7. Verses 17-24 record another amazing event; Elijah raises her son from the dead!  We’re going to study a similar event in Elisha’s ministry later, and will do so in more detail, so we’ll not spend much time on this today.  Simply, what truths is God teaching us through this event?  

8. In Zarephath, Elijah is trained to …

Taking it Home: 

1. The child of God constantly needs to be trained to trust that God’s promises are true and that we can count on them.  Is that particularly true in times of scarcity?

2. We’ve gone into the school of the prophets today.  Write down three ways by which today’s study will help you live victoriously during the upcoming week.  
If we were to be asked about Elijah, many of us might think first of the hero of Mt. Carmel, where he “defeats” the prophets of Baal.  Before Elijah can be the hero of Carmel, he needed to be trained at Kerith Brook U, and in the home of the widow.  What training is God giving to you and me right now?  For what is He training you and me?  
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